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to put more knights into the field than the king himself. As
their numbers increased, so did their pride and independence,
and they too became a disturbing element, especially owing
to the rivalry between the two Orders. Nor did they long
maintain the high ideals with which they had been formed.
They learnt to take an interest in commerce, especially the
Templars, who even in the Holy Land embarked upon the
financial career which later was to lead them to disaster in
France.

From various directions, therefore, the rulers of the Holy Early
Land acquired allies, who rendered valuable aid at first, but
whose self-interest made them later most dangerous to the
harmony and unity of the kingdom. The country was dis-
tracted by the rivalries of these independent elements, each
in its way indispensable, but each subordinating the common
good to its own interest. It is surprising indeed that the
kingdom lasted so long. That it did was due to the ability
of the kings, the divisions among the Moslems, and to the
crusading spirit which only slowly yielded to material influ-
ences. Baldwin I (1100-18) undertook a vigorous offensive,
and besides capturing seaports advanced into Transjordania,
where the district east and south of the Dead Sea was
defended by the castles of Karak and Montreal. Baldwin II
was defeated in 1123 and was in captivity for a year, but he
avenged his defeat by a great victory in 1125. It was during
his captivity that the important capture of Tyre by the
Venetians occurred. The first quarter of the twelfth century
was the great period of crusading success; for shortly after-
wards the Moslem power began to revive. On the whole the
position of the Christian States remained unaltered during
the reign of Fulk. It was with his death in 1144 that the
decline began.

Even in the earlier period, however, the kings had been The Eastern
unable to make any sensible conquest of the mainland of J^^
Syria;   this in part was due to the handicap imposed on policy
them by the conditions that existed in the kingdom, in part
to the weakness of the two northern States, to whom they
had frequently to render assistance.    In Edessa Joscelin I,
the successor of Baldwin II, was an able soldier, but he was
exposed on three sides to attacks from the Moslems,    The